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Conserving our Wofer |

From The Archives , e

“Summer 1993

Posfcard of. Roque Is!crnd wrfhouf dny trees cerca 1919

~

. CONSERVIN G OUR WATER RESOURCES ,‘ ‘_f:l

S qunfe 's Tomt

undersfondlng fhe f/nlfe nofure of Roque Islands wofer resources is the frrst sfep fo. .
conservmg fhem ,

\ L . . \

~Fresh wofer resources on “oceadn lsldnds are lrmn‘ed The only source is precrpltohon which

rechorges the bedrock’ oqurfer through surficial sediments. The' funddmemdl strategy for

‘ proiechr}g the deep . aquifer is Yo assure quonhfy and quoh’ry of ‘recharge.- cnd ovord
. overdevelopmem from overpumplng Wthh canlead to solfwoter intrusion. y

Roque is fortundfe becouse |t is. reld’nvely underdeveloped and hos not suffered The probfems
of contamindtion dnd ‘overuse of water resources ‘experienced by some other’ Maine islands:

" And Roque is unusual omong offshore |sldnds inthata consrderoble portion is overlaid by thick

surfrcrol sediments.. .

Who has not marveled of the geologlcol gift, olmos1 perfecﬂy dividing fhe Island;-of The dlacial

énd moraine 500-1,000-feet wide running from Bonney Field to.the Cariton Field sandbank at
North Beoch? At onhce the cenfral road sysfem; soil’ drcundge for thiee fields and- potential - -
aquifer,.the end moraine is.a'valuable resource as well as a vivid reminder of where the rate of . ‘
ice melt defeated the glacial‘advance to the southeast in this area. If plays a role i rn punfyrng

; woter and ’rrdnsmmlng itto ’rhe dqurfer it accepts about 50% of onnuol precipitafion. = -

wWatersheds are onother resource for they com‘rol quantity dnd direction of surface ond near-

" surfoce woierﬂow and servé as important recharge dreos Consiruc'ﬂon and associated -
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| ® SPRING UPDATE: IMPROVEMENTS .~ | & SQUIRESPOINT, continved... N i
Y SO e | SIS A . human aciivity in° a watershed "area. 5
i Cﬁdl?’man S N 0 t eS p ‘could contaminate ~ water . supplies, ! T
v < h e . ' divert precnous resources to the sea or
o R . T SOl - | impdir.  critical” ecologlcol habitats. - -
"he second quon‘er crl us more-time fo devote. o widening the . ‘Protection of our watersheds should :
“ T Rogue -has been exlremely lrolls as opposed fo cleonng 1hem oo receive conservohon prronly i
-, busy. The mo;omy of the. ) |
prolec'rs conlemploled under - our  The Spnng Membershlp Meehng wos held " For recreollondl enjoymenl and- 1h|rsl—
) 1993 ‘budget have been completed  in Mdlne on April 25th, A number of reports |~ .quenching -~ necessity. - the - water
S _of are well:under way.. Chief ‘among -~ were heard from' the - Trespective | collection . cistemn .. at Beoch Field"is @
S lhese are” the | Roque Biuffs -dock ™ committees.: It was “generally’ ogreed that | modetl of sensible use. Others might be- |, . e
T (scheduled for completion mid-July); ~ the -Tier System’ would be ‘put-to-a | . put in; at-modest cosl at Clam €éve, [ Do L
1. anew "used® steel londlng craft to membershlp vote ot the Annual Meetingin | lndlon Landing, ‘and ‘Head Field. Since "~ P
replace the leaking’ wooden barge; the Fall, for |mplemenlo’non ih1994: A pro-f \cleer frequent; and poliute, -every.spring
. anew75-HP engine for the Buzz Boat:. forma budgel will show projected:costs for - { - ond woler seep on the: Islandt there s .
sl a second:hand vehicle on the Island. nextyear, with componson to. lhls yearhad " further - redson to- prolec’r lhese )
o for fomrly use - only, a new-yard the: Tier :System dcluolly been‘in effect 'resources - wr
20 ractor, new radar. -and " deplh,",dunng 1993, A. further report should be ' |.- e e L ;
T sounder . for- the Peabody, a new forthcoming to lhe Trustees on lhe frustee- | sUch lhoughls are promp’red by lhe o ;
mainland- truck, " and three enhrely';;selecllon process.. The Lokemons Group" |- . June 6, 1993.. report.on Roque sland. | )
revamped pathrooms. in fhe: Monks' .+ has made' a prehmrndry proposol “for . '“woler resources: by the geologist, Dr. - )
O § “house;- insulating - the Red” House,: ossnble use of Lokemons Island; furlher “F T\Hdrold Nillsson; a: copy “of which will be .} : y
©- | dlong with new. cedar clapboards . mformohon will .be “circulated - as it T T available’ at the “Island. -He concludes R
e j and tim, and repair of any structural becomes avdilable. ~ The next Truslees S Rat in the dbsence’ of rellclble dataon - T .
~rot found plus on-going slruclurol - Mesting is scheduledforSeprember 26lh in.| " deep lslond aquifer, itis pruden’r to plan
“and exterior. reconstruction - of - the ‘:Boslon :( L : AR development - conservatively, - institute
“Gardner House. Thesé -are in. .addition Tl : A | cosl—effeclrve measures.- which: can .
{0 a number " .of »\ on-goihg: I hope everyong's: Summer |s enJoyoble, | - protect- groundwoler g from~
rmprovemenls such as fxrng sills, . would “welcome” ony queslrons or- .com‘ommahon reduce water: use crnd ' :
replacing. windows, - feinstalling - the .commenls on whol hos been ~going on lo'i. "’mdx1mrze waterrechqrge ] < ERRTRETI o T e e e e L T SRR e N
14 2gutter systems and leveling the barm;’ ;dole N : o B _ e T AARARAA SISO NSNS SN ASAASAANN
“new electical, outlets ‘and updatin . s [ Lo o T coe s e LGGH T T e T R LT e T T et s T T L g St
I the heating syslem in the Fcrrghouseg S R —John P. M Higgins | = . v T GG H IEETER A SRR SR Cpnsﬂud_lon.of fhe_new.‘gpbque‘;Bﬁll_Jffs«,.dOCk‘(J.t,mg~_]'_9‘23) e e
,,erc ' S T ST _ T ) AT e e e ] : _ . RER : -
o | Overdll through May we have spent| - Jhe 07:2% : ‘y : . S et T T g“ ) . T £ tt ,rom tﬁe ’ BUSY SUMMER AHEAD
L _approximately $237.000, comprised of R g‘Iof"" - ’ PN . : ~ » e er
+-$102,000: of . capiial-items {68% . of | -
et $51000. of nomia land | < e v fo[ttm’ j\fews ’fm’m :Roque
operohng cos’rs (40% of budgel versus e J‘,wm Jhe ’ d‘l!td\l:i\?le!‘ , i . aTTTE = L
S - S B 1 R R The Thoroug ere o be pu ished. | A - ’
: ;ﬁgeggz]éellug:ilggsn;; l: ?ee:;??hg? AL °§°¢2 g " ' , - “and allof my thanks goes 1o lhose ) " For Summer help; Melissa - Moffett: of Jonesporl is here’ lhrough the >
it looks: great, ﬂ—“ngs work;-and morgref Sl me LT {Jhe. dl“'. . : ,;people who. have conlnbuled The ) mrddle of August, ‘when she has to return to college "Mary.Ellen Donaldson'is
| is high among- the- daff. My deep'| SR TR TR N d,fﬁcuny with this. newsletter-is’ that without =~ ‘helping out unfil the first week: in. August and Alex: Higgins is here. for 4 weeks
" thariks to Tanya for hér continued: and | e she 0 o] yourinputs expenences and photographs it... |. before going to-work at summer.camp in July, We-dlso have a new boolmon
devo‘red oversngh’l fo the- opercllons .ﬂ?’Cﬁd@O[ﬂglca[ 3 S L will never “be. dble. to accurately | David Dickie. Bob Wall, our house painter, has come on fullllme olso help|ng‘
S R communlcole whit is.happening ‘at Roque Sfeve with the bom work and grounds S

Ll ofthelsland. 1.
1o r ST RO ?ursults

SO The Norurol Resources Commrllee has|:

or-our relationship(s) sfo the:. lslond After 4his | ‘ R
" Summer's stay -at Roque 1 encouroge aohd ; The weclher hos been beoullful wnh a few minor excephons Everylhmg rs_ )

e L v l " hopé that you will submr'r any sort- of frivia, - popping up'in the: gorden We've made d new delivery of a'riding horse to the -
dlso been actve dunng His. period - [ihis.. s one of "a series Of] _ 10[55 drdWlngs etc., for 'rhe Fallissue. ) lslond she s oboy mare nomed “Vlclory Star.and we call her "Vicki" for shorl
_under the mrnlfslrchotns oif dGe(f);gr;]e n pholocoples of the frsl few pages - . : S
- Herrick, Avery informative study of #he | of an inventory that | have-begun.; For ihis pgr‘hcular issue | would l|l<e to thank We ore all gemng very excrled for ‘our first Wwedding- on Roque lslond .

e | hydrological resources of the.-lsland | --foy brothers ‘and | -(and several
R hds.been completed, and i is available | - SpOUsEs and- children) hove; a.
to’ anyone who might be rnteresled | keen interest in archaeology and  § .~
The Head. Field has been: fnolly ‘have patiently . searched . and. |

cleared of trees (a project | become* “found  several " very . interesting .

_George Herfick, Barbie Bubar, John Higgins, - Congrolulohons to the soon to be Mr. and Mrs ConsldnlmA {Dino) Perlzoffl
“and: Jennifer: Donaldson for their generous . | .
. contrbutions. to* The- Thoroughfare Please - Well it's been great mee’nng lhe melly members we hclvenl met in the posl
contact me W|lh questrons or commenls ony -and seeing again those that we mel losl year. Hope to see’ you ALL soon Hove;
owonden‘ul Summer R :

S'&N(cvd

Loror: C\omk 3rcY

‘personally involved with - 30 years | griifacts along the margins of the  § - T S it Fose | R . B , fime. Ar ono Flscher -Borble Bubar
“ago); work -by. Norman: Famous has | shores on Greatspruce land and §. . T T EER R : “ A ‘_ , T
commenced on cclologumg Greof._ ”mqny areas on Roque. As 1he Lo $pcc~r ?am,‘ > ‘- L | . 7 _ S S Q//» —/ 5 3 o / ; 5 . g 3 s
_Spruce Island, and: signs have been ~ banks erode due to weather as © knife 7 L o B ‘. e L L E T T T e e T 2T T T T e T e e e e € T 2 F et
[ D . . c . . . ~ o N . . u . . . R S
Qif!ﬁdrﬁoémrii?m Lﬁﬁlﬁ%ﬁ CONTINUED. PAGE4 ~ -~ f;ma °3 mes Wm‘dsm’ 4 I MM he decldlr > for submissions to the Fall issue of The Thoroughfare will be October 1,
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‘-severol
+ Sanget; to ‘have our finds. "

. evalugted - and compcred-
. to whdat their 1eom found

. dunng their exccvohon

‘ Those _ ~‘c‘>f,, Us -

New addlhons ihls year to Roque s ]

_ collection

blrd list:
- Common Murre : ng Eider
" Fox Sparfow:’ ~Llincoln's Sparrow:
Glaucous Gull , ~ Water Pipit- i
; Grey—CheekedThrush " Westemn Sandpiper. . I
| Icelond Gull™ ‘ "Whlpporwnl :

‘ Tms brings fhe all hme coun# fo ‘over 190
: [ED Alex Pertzoff asksis anyone knows the .
whereobouts of the onglnal mcsfer llsf 1

- -that

-disturbing

Blrd Neﬂlng on’ Roque' The MAPS
Progrom .

.Roque Isiand “is pcr?okmg in ihe Monlfonng
Avian’ Produchvﬂy and - Survivorship - (MAPS)

' Progrom is'a cooperative effort amongst public ..

| agencies, private organizations, and birdlovers

‘| “of North America to provide long-term data on |

productivity, survxvorshlp ‘and population sizes
of target land bird species through mist-nefting,
* banding, -and point: counts during the breedlng
season. Please note that the netting on the
Island is unobtrusnve ln order to be: dlsgmsed fro
“m-the birds, and is “therefore: dehcofe and.
provides ample reason for. 1hose unaware’ of
the netting to stay from the wooded areas; but,
it may be of some interest value fo.members fo
watch or even assist: This program is ‘designed
for a 5 to 10 year effort but we are able end it
at'anytime. There will be no neitlng or. bondlng
- within the house compound area. ..

%

"  Fwm 1the dnchivés

Vo

°a A

M the 04"““-’ :

ARC HAEOLOGICAL PURSUITS

. conhnued

the years hcve éone by - .~

flakes -and. other -evidence’

of - stone: worklng have §

washed down. info - the

rocks. In the last few years.

we've
pofenﬁdlly

been” finding
. significant

~pieces. They hove dl-been -
! ”donc’red to, the collection
and ‘are in-the process. of. § -
“being '
i fesearched. We - plan. to:
- meet with the orchceologlsf -

cofclogued ‘and:

who.did"the dlgs at Roque "
years 'ago,. Dr.

‘ ‘Who . are
pursuing . this.. fopic feel
strongly that anything found
should be added to this
(fhot is,
personally. pocketed), and
, -t "nonsinvasive”
technigie  be  “followed,
meaning no digging.. or
archaeological
layers, rather only picking up

what has been Wwashed out
‘by rain or dropped/lost long
- _ago by the: original .users. of
-1, these stoneiimplemeénts. .

In . addifion . fo.  the

‘cataloging,’ - ‘we - are |
planning. -fo * display - the

significant pieces in cases in .

" ‘the new- family room, and
“eventudlly, when it-is buxlfi_ _
fhe N

and/or: adapted,

“Island "museum.”

- Jennifer Denoidson

All - arowhead,
were drawn by Jennifer of

_the: ongmols pleces they

hcvve found
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| Is&md'of‘ﬂiree Wlse .Men

‘lle des Ro:s Moges (Islond of Three Wise Men)
is Tth an lmproboble ncme for Roque?

Jccques Nicolas Bellin's 1755 mop of ’rhe
- Canadian Maritime Provinces and the coc151
of New Englcnd uses the hame for an istand,
~or group of ihree: islands, half way beMeen
Grand Manan and Petit Manan at about.
~44° 40 Norh in'latifude. This island is opposite.a- -
- fiver mouth (the Chandler River) and east of -~
the only other island named, lle Mtchlbeuchl
(presumobly Great Woss Islond)
was. one of the . mosi

'Bemn (1703-1772)

a |mpor10nt and prolific French cartographers of-

.the /mid-18th century: and, acted as Official
Hyrdrographer to the French King. :

E : Famil} ‘T'el.e'phone' [inevlnsfalled'

‘We hove installed a new telephone hne
"[2072 5 5.3699] 'in our new- Family Room in
the Farmhouse. We ‘ask-that you please use
this telephone for all calls. The Island phone . |
[207:255.3005] is {0 be used only-for Island- -
" related business calls. This: new telephone
" number  hds long-dlstcnce blocks -ie. al
long-distance " calls must- be charged to
ahother number and.no collect calls can be ..
accepted. Nofe to contact the Island staff
pleose use the mdin number as clwoys

L




